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DEPARTMENTS 


Leorstative REFERENCE. 

Lisrary ScHOOL oF THE UNrversiry oF WISCONSIN. 
TRAVELING Liprary AND Stupy Cus. 

Book SELEcTION. 

Lrsrary EXTENSION. 


The subscription price is one dollar the year for 
ten issues; no issues for August or September. Sub- 
scriptions will be accepted for complete volumes only. 
The Butetin is sent without cost to all libraries of 
the state and to members of library 
application therefor. 





SOME DATES JUST AHEAD 


The following regional institutes have now been definitely scheduled. 
Several others are in process of planning, and dates have not been set as 


this goes to press. 


Watertown, May 138; Stevens Point, May 15; Fox River Valley, May 
19; Jefferson, May 20; Rice Lake, June 11; Reedsburg, late in June. 


National Better Homes Week is observed this year April 25—May 1. 
Exhibits of books and magazines in the field will be in order. 


A. L. A. meets at New York June 21-26, with headquarters at Wal- 


dorf—Astoria Hotel. 


Dates for Wisconsin Library Association have been set for October 
13-15, at Madison, with headquarters at Loraine Hotel. 
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*ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Mrs. Winifred L. Davis, Editor, "Round the Circle 


Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Algoma. ‘During the past year 366 
volumes were added to the library, 239 
for adults and 127 for children, making 
a total of 3,734 adult and 1,249 children’s 
volumes. 

“Two hundred and thirty-four borrow- 
ers were registered during the year, 157 
adult and 77 children. After taking out 
cards of all registered who are not active 
at the present time the library now has 
1,007 adults and 646 children actively 
borrowing books. Of the 1,653 borrow- 
ers, 662 are from the country or sur- 
rounding villages. 

“The library lent out 28,834 books dur- 
ing 1936, 19,802 adult books and 9,032 
children’s books. Of the 19,802 adult vol- 
umes loaned out 17,587 were fiction, 1,068 
non-fiction, 868 periodicals, and 279 in 
foreign languages. Of the 9,032 chil- 
dren’s volumes loaned out 7,618 were fic- 
tion, 1,209 non-fiction and 205 periodi- 
cals. 

“During the past year 446 reference 
questions were answered and there were 
2,472 readers. One hundred and fifty- 
three books were borrowed from the Wis- 
consin Free Library Commission and the 
University Extension division to supple- 
ment the library’s collection.”—-ALGOMA 
RECORD HERALD. 


Antigo. In the children’s department 
the plan of letting children work out 
their fines is being tried out, on the prin- 
ciple that a fine penalizes the parent not 
the child. Of the working-out of the ex- 
periment the Antigo Journal has this to 
say: “Children with fines are urged to 
come in and talk to the children’s libra- 
rian and learn how they may continue to 
take books even while having a fine. 
Children with fines will be allowed to 
take one book at a time and each time 
the book is returned on time, their fine 
will be lessened. While the fine is being 
reduced, the child is also being trained 


to watch the date his book is due and 
will cultivate the habit of returning 
books on time.” 


Another statement on this subject of 
fines appeared in the Jowrnal of an ear- 
lier date: “A total of $425 was taken in 
during 1936 at the Antigo Public Library 
for fines. On the surface, this sounds 
like just so much more income for the 
library, supposedly to buy books, but in 
reality, with such a small fine as there is 
at the Antigo Public Library, just one 
cent a day as compared with 2 and 3 a 
day in many libraries, there is little real 
profit. If it were not for all the routine 
work which must be done in connection 
with the return of overdue books, the 
endless number of fine slips, the overdue 
post cards and letters to be sent out, the 
calls at home to collect overdue books, 
the librarians would have much more 
time to give to helping patrons select 
books or finding references for them.” 


Appleton. The construction of a min- 
iature public library modeled after the 
Appleton Public Library was a project 
carried out in one of the grade schools. 
Charts containing stories about the li- 
brary were also prepared. All of this - 
come about following a visit to the li- 
brary. 


Arcadia. Mr. Emil Maurer, for 37 
years a member of the library board, 
died in February. He was appointed to 
the board in 1900, and in 1901 was elect- 
ed president, and was re-elected to this 
position continuously for 12 years, and 
for succeeding years filled important of- 
fices on committees of the board. 

Boy Scout messenger service is avail- 
able for patrons unable thru illness or 
infirmity to come to the Library. 


Ashland. A station has been estab- 
lished at the Lake Shore School where 
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once a week a library staff member will 
be ready to accommodate those who wish 
book service. This is extended to the 
adults of the community, as well as to 
the children. 


Baraboo. Mary Cooper, librarian of 
the Baraboo Public Library since 1925, 
died on February 3 of this year. The fire 
which greatly damaged the building and 
book stock during the summer had 
brought heavy responsibilities to the li- 
brarian. Miss Cooper had overseen the 
repairing of the building, salvaging and 
reordering of books, and had made ar- 
rangements for accessioning and cata- 
loging the new orders when illness over- 
took her. She had lived nearly all of her 
life in Baraboo, and was the last mem- 
ber of a pioneer family. She had been 
a member of the library staff for 23 
years. 

The library sustained another loss in 
the death, in March, of Mr. A. C. Kings- 
ford, Superintendent of Schools and 
member of the library board for 27 
years. 


Boscobel. The number of borrowers 
during the year was increased by 250 
additions, bringing the total to 1,442. 
Rural borrowers number 471. 


Burlington. That 70% of the city’s 
population make use of the public library 
is brought out in the annual report. Oth- 
er facts, as stated by the Standard Dem- 
ocrat are as follows: 

“With 676 new books added to the 
Burlington public library this past year, 
the total number of books now available 
to the local reading public passed the 
10,000 mark, which is an average of two 
and a half books for each person in the 
city. 

“The list of registered borrowers 
shows that 2,895, or 70 per cent of the 
city’s population, make use of the public 
library. There are 1,001 children among 
the borrowers and 1,894 adults who to- 
gether drew 50,315 books from the li- 
brary. 
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“It cost the library at the rate of $1.31 
for each registered borrower, or 13 cents 
for each volume circulated, to supply this 
reading service to local citizens. The li- 
brary received $233.23 in fines during 
the year. It lost books amounting to 
$7.30, books which borrowers did not re- 
turn. 

“Circulation of adult books, which 
amounted to 36,424, was headed by fic- 
tion with other classes following in or- 
der of popularity: current periodicals, 
literature, biography, travel and fine 
arts. Juvenile circulation, which totaled 
13,891, was read in the following order 
of popularity: fiction, fairy tales, liter- 
ature, periodicals and history. Adult fic- 
tion drawn numbered 26,891 volumes and 
children’s fiction, 10,094 volumes.” 

A selection of papers from the Andrew 
Cooper collection, recently presented to 
the library by Mrs. Cooper, was on dis- 
play in February. These included letters, 
newspapers, atlases and maps. 


Cedarburg. A circulation of 5,827 is 
reported for the year. 305 volumes were 
borrowed from the Traveling Library 
Department and other sources. 


Chilton. In addition to steadily in- 
creasing library service, the library is 
making a special collection of old readers, 
and announces through the local paper 
that old-time readers are being sought. 
The library has 1,448 active borrowers 
and loaned 3,409 books in 1936. 


Clintonville. The library circulated 
29,613 books during 1936, or about 8 
books per capita. A little more than half 
the number, 16,608, were adult books; 
43,005 were juvenile. The library was 
open 308 days and the average number 
of books borrowed per day was 96. The 
decrease in circulation of 1,157 volumes 
is accounted for by a drop in the demand 
for adult fiction. The number of books 
of non-fiction drawn out by children was 
almost double that of the year before. 
The book stock at the present time con- 
sists of slightly over 6,000 volumes. In 
her report Miss Faust calls attention to 
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the need for building up this collection 
to more nearly approximate the A. L. A. 
standard of three volumes per person, 
which would mean for Clintonville about 
10,500 volumes. 


Columbus. The reading room of the 
public library was given over to a dis- 
play of the joint work of the High School 
Art Club and the Domestic Art Club on 
a Saturday afternoon in February, with 
Miss Deffner, librarian, serving coffee 
and cakes near the crackling grate fire. 

The circulation figure for the year 
reached 23,743. Reference questions re- 
corded were 350. 


Crandon. During the first month of 
the year the library circulated a total of 
1,010 children’s books and magazines, 
2,823 adult books and magazines, a total 
of 3,833. A 10-cent rental shelf has been 
established for some of the more expen- 
sive of the recent books. 


Cudahy. The library board has been 
considering a new location for the pub- 
lic library. More than 400 volumes were 
received in a recent books drive. 


Delavan. “With the continued ad- 
vance of more stable economic conditions, 
library circulation continues to decrease 
from its high peak of 1933,” says Norma 
Churchill in her annual report. “The year 
1936, with its total of 40,014, is closely 
parallel to that of 1931, as that of 1935 
was to that of 1932. The drop in the 
total, however, does not tell the whole 
story. Non-fiction circulation, taken as 
the measure of reading for knowledge 
and understanding rather than enter- 
tainment, shows an increased ratio— 
28.85%, as against 28.54% in 1935. This 
was due to the 34.64% juvenile propor- 
tion of 1986. That the greater drop is in 
the bulk of adult reading is indicated by 
the percentage comparison of the two 
years of juvenile circulation ratio to the 
total—21.99% in 1935 to 24.31% in 1936. 
From inside observation, the library staff 
can assert that the drop is due not so 
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much to the discontinuation of readers as 
to the lesser number of books taken out 
by each reader. Whereas a few years 
ago a steady patron would take out five 
or six books, that same patron now takes 
out only two or three at a time. Refer- 
ence use of the library increased—480 
this year, 456 last.” 

The adult circulation for the year was 
80,286, juvenile, 9,728, making a total of 
40,014. 


Louise Sharp has been made assistant 
librarian to take the place of Katherine 
M. Gormley, who resigned to accept a po- 
sition in the Library of Congress. 


De Pere. Library patronage in 1936, 
according to Miss Mathews, increased 
somewhat. Including county circulation, 
books loaned last year numbered 89,000 
as compared with 87,820 in 1935. Of the 
total circulation 38,332 volumes repre- 
sented the county. A total of 21,880 vol- 
umes at the end of the year is reported. 


With the move to the new building a 
change in schedule went into effect. It is 
planned that the library will now be op- 
en from 2 to 9 p. m. throughout the year, 
with no short hours for the summer. 


Elkhorn. Books circulated in 1936 
numbered 29,286. There were 395 refer- 
ence questions answered; 6,218 readers 
used the library; 201 books were bor- 
rowed from other sources. 


Fond du Lac. WPA workers are en- 
gaged in activities at the library, two do- 
ing juvenile cataloging and two collect- 
ing source material on local history. 

The importance of document material 
was emphasized by Miss Janes in an in- 
terview reported in the Commonwealth- 
Reporter. The library is a federal de- 
pository for government publications. 
Among those that have proved particu- 
larly useful in reference work are farm- 
ers bulletins, census reports, geological 
bulletins, minerals year book, the gazette 
published by the patent office, National 
Park bulletins, and leaflets of the Chil- 
dren’s Bureau. 


Peete 
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Fort Atkinson. Volumes circulated 
for the year came to 79,102. Reference 
questions answered numbered 6,315. 


Green Bay. A shelf of outstanding 
books for boys and girls is maintained by 
a P. E. O. chapter. 

Dictionaries in foreign languages are 
being added to the collection for circula- 
tion use. 

Two new stations have been opened by 
the county library department. The de- 
partment now maintains 16 stations. The 
circulation for the year totaled 180,178. 


Greenwood. A turn-over of 3% times 
for every volume the library owns is re- 
ported in the record of last year’s circu- 
lation. The total circulation was 14,294. 
Adults borrowed 2,343 books of non-fic- 
tion and four times as many works of 
fiction. Three townships are now con- 
tributing to the support of the library to 
permit their residents to have service 
free of charge. 


Janesville. The circulation recorded 
for the year from the main library was 
170,354, plus 59,808 to six branches in 
grade schools. 


Jefferson. The circulation for the year 
was 28,002. 


Hartford. ‘‘The total number of bor- 
rowers of books from the Hartford libra- 
ry was increased by 155 during 1936, ac- 
cording to the annual report. 

“The total number of volumes at the 
beginning of the year was 8,265. To this 
were added 678 volumes while 91 vol- 
umes were lost or withdrawn during the 
year, leaving at the close of 1936, 8,852 
volumes. 

“The circulation of the year included 
58,659 volumes. This total was comprised 
of 15,061 volumes of non-fiction; 31,038 
volumes of fiction; 7,433 unbound peri- 
odicals, 127 volumes of foreign language 
books. In the total circulation were in- 
cluded 33,544 adult books, and 20,115 
children’s books.—HARTFORD TIMES 
PRESS. 
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Kenosha, An editorial in the Kenosha 
News, Feb. 4, 1937, pays deserved tribute 
to the work of the local library. “All 
Kenosha is proud of the splendid record 
which the Gilbert M. Simmons Library 
has ever maintained; that appreciation 
could be shown in a more substantial way 
by an even wider use of its facilities.” 

A few items from the annual report, 
which called for this praise, are the fol- 
lowing: A total of 560,588 volumes were 
loaned for home reading. This was an 
increase of 2,656 over 1935. 6,676 vol- 
umes were added to the library, 4,054 
withdrawn, a net gain of 2,085, bringing 
the total number of volumes to 90,482. 
During the year 126,963 persons visited 
the reading rooms and 4,429 reference 
questions were answered. 35,253 cards 
were added to the card catalog. 

The Kenosha library also won praise 
in an article on its hospital service which 
appeared in the Milwaukee Sunday Jour- 
nal under date of March 7. 


La Crosse. “The circulation statistics 
of the public library are almost a per- 
fect barometer of progress and decline 
of the depression.” So Miss Borresen be- 
gins her annual report, continuing: 
“From 1930 to the latter part of 1933, 
the circulation increased at the rate of 
over 40,000 a year. In 1934, there was a 
decrease of 32,615, in 1935, of 27,565 and 
in 1936 of only 13,215. Will this decrease 
continue at a slower rate or will it cease 
entirely and become an increase? It is 
interesting to note that the decrease ap- 
plies almost entirely to fiction, while the 
increase applies to non-fiction as well, 
though not in the same proportion. Ref- 
erence work has also held its own, being 
only 590 less than in 1932 and showing 
a gain of nearly 500 for 1936 over 1935. 
The circulation for 1936 was 276,744.” 


Ladysmith. Reestablishment of coun- 
ty library service has been proceeding at 
a rapid rate. At last reports, in Febru- 
ary, two branches had been established, 
station libraries set up in eight commu- 
nities, three traveling libraries placed in 
homes, books sent to four high schools 
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and 38 rural graded schools. NYA help 
has been utilized in several of the sta- 
tions. 


Lake Mills. The annual report dis- 
closes a circulation of 16,705. 1387 im- 
portant reference questions were an- 
swered. 236 volumes were borrowed. 


Lancaster. The library has received 
$200 from the estate of Mrs. Mabel 
Bushnell Kerr. This is to become a trust 
fund, the interest from which will be 
used each year for the purchase of a 
book, thus continuing a program of Mrs. 
Kerr’s during a number of years when 
she sent a book of non-fiction each year 
in memory of the birthday of her father, 
the late Congressman A. R. Bushnell. 


Lodi. A total circulation of 12,647 is 
reported. This includes 4,017 books loan- 
ed in the townships which the library 
serves. 


Loyal. Plans for a new building to 
house the public library and the Ameri- 
can Legion hall are under discussion. 


Madison. Plans for extending library 
service to non-residents on payment of a 
fee of $2 have been announced. In a sur- 
vey of the library’s assets, made public 
in a local paper, it appears that the li- 
brary owns some 113,000 books and sub- 
scribes to over 100 magazines and ten 
newspapers. Registered borrowers num- 
ber 21,965 adults and 14,965 children. 
School service is maintained in 13 ele- 
mentary schools and in 4 high schools, 
with regularly conducted classes in the 
use of the library. Hospital service is 
carried on, with visits twice a week to 
each of the city’s three hospitals. 


Manitowoc. A circulation of more 
than 700 books a day throughout the 
year is the record of the Manitowoc Pub- 
lic Library. A total of 141,460 books 
were taken out from the main library, of 
which about one-fourth were non-fiction. 
At the close. of the year there were 
10,458 registered borrowers, 7,987 adult 
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and 2,473 juvenile. This represents 46 
per cent of the total population. 


Marinette. Over 108,090 books were 
loaned by the library during 1935. This 
represents a circulation per capita of 
7.87 per cent; per borrower of 19.39 per 
cent. Of the above volumes, 61,317 were 
adult, 46,773 juvenile. At the close of 
the year the library owned a total of 
26,673 volumes. 730 new borrowers had 
been added. 


Marshfield. The children’s room has 
been moved downstairs and the entire 
building is being redecorated. 


Mayville. An exhibit of interesting 
books of Western interest was arranged 
to coincide with the showing of the mo- 
tion picture The plainsman. 

The circulation for the year was 
21,686. 


Medford. The 5,374 volumes of the 
local library showed a circulation of 
24,276 for the year 1935. 


Merrill. The lifting of the depression 
has registered itself in the Merrill Pub- 
lic Library also, with some decrease both 
in circulation and in the number of bor- 
rowers. The big drop was in adult fic- 
tion, adult non-fiction showing a slight 
increase. Circulation figures for the year_ 
were: Adult 15,321; Juvenile, 7,836; to- 
tal 23,157. Volumes owned at the end of 
the year numbered 9,577. 


Milwaukee. Circulation of books for 
the year reached the total of 4,376,867. 


Mineral Point. The circulation for the 
year was 14,219. 


Neillsville. The circulation for the 
year was 42,748; with a record of 1,110 
reference questions answered. 


New Lisbon. The public library spon- 
sored by the Commercial Club was for- 
mally opened for use, February 19. About 
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700 books and magazines have been do- 
nated. The city council provides the 
room, heat and light. 


New London. A total circulation of 
over 40,000 is reported for 1936. Of this 
25,453 is adult, 14,318 juvenile. 

A display of books and pamphlets on 
home crafts was arranged during the 
winter. For the children, the library 
sponsored a jumbled-title contest. 


New Richmond. In addition to the 
village appropriation of $450 the addi- 
tional receipts on the librarian’s annual 
report show from the Town of Longwood, 
$25.00; bank dividends, $23.10; from ben- 
efit parties by local people, $26.45; Owen 
study club, $5.00; fines, lost books and 
rentals, $103.43. 

There was a total circulation for the 
year of 7,689 books. Collections of books 
sent to the graded school numbered 
1,564; collections for 5 rural schools, 71. 


Oconomowoc. ‘‘A circulation of 49,566 
books and magazines is shown in the an- 
nual report of the Oconomowoc Public 
Library for 1936. This is an increase of 
2,700 over that of 1935. The largest cir- 
culation in the history of the library was 
in 1932 when it reached 61,558. 

“There were 8,067 non-fiction, 38,063 
fiction, 3,409 periodicals and 27 foreign 
books loaned. Of this number 10,361 
were from the juvenile and 39,205 from 
the adult department. Rural borrowers 
numbered 901 with a circulation of 
9,927. There were 379 reference ques- 
tions answered and 36,885 people visited 
the library. The total number of bor- 
rowers was 2,983, with 395 new borrow- 
ers registered and 395 cards withdrawn.” 
—OcoNnomMowoc ENTERPRISE. 


Oconto. A circulation of 70,331 books 
and magazines is reported for the year. 
To this total may be added 348 pictures. 
The borrowers registered numbered 
5,259, while many who are not registered 
borrow books from the 67 county sta- 
tions. 355 packages of books were sent 
out to individuals in the county. With 
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the help of WPA workers 6,479 volumes 
were mended, and 27,748 books and mag- 
azines were cleaned. 


Oshkosh. A circulation of 422,286 
books for the year is reported. There 
were 16,948 registered borrowers, and 
the library at the end of the year owned 
69,655 volumes. 

Reference work for 1936 was greatly 
accelerated because the election year cre- 
ated an interest greater than ever be- 
fore in the campaign, its issues and its 
personalities. According to the report, 
“We had constant demands for party 
platforms, biographical data on the can- 
didates, and background material on the 
issues involved. Economic questions were 
to the forefront all during the year.” 


With NYA help from the Teachers 
College the pamphlet file was reorgan- 
ized. In addition newspapers and other 
material was indexed. 


Owen. A total circulation of 27,754 
volumes is reported for 1936. 


Park Falls. An item which appeared 
in this department in the December issue 
calls for correction. Reference was made 
to the picture purchased for the library 
from a fund started by the late Helen 
Thompson. We are informed that the en- 
tire fund was a gift from Miss Thomp- 
son. 


Platteville. ‘‘During 1936, 2,875 peo- 
ple borrowed books from the public li- 
brary. 1,879 of this number were adults 
and 1,001 were children. 534 of this 
number lived outside of the city. Our 
library service extends as far as our 
rural mail service goes. The library con- 
tained at the close of 1936 9,241 books. 
Into the homes of the city and surround- 
ing country the library has loaned 23,607 
books. 17,589 were for adults and 6,829 
were loaned to children. The library re- 
ceived regularly 32 magazines which are 
loaned as books. Many pictures and clip- 
pings are also loaned.”—PLATTEVILLE 
NEws. 
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Plymouth. According to a news item 
in the local paper, “Library offers help 
in buying sets of books.” The help of- 
fered is through the Subscription Books 
Bulletin, to which the library subscribes. 


Princeton. Adult readers borrowed 
3,275 books and periodicals during the 
past year; children 3,704, making a to- 
tal of 6,979 volumes. There were 464 
borrowers registered, 265 adults, 199 
children. The library started the year 
with 938 books, discarded 19 and added 
305, making a total of 1,224 volumes, a 
decided gain. 

Miss Odell, an English teacher, has 
donated a used set of the World Book to 
the library. Chairs and a reading table 
for small children have been loaned by 
the Community Church. 


Racine. ‘‘The library’s records of the 
work of 1936 show that in comparison 
with 1929, the last ‘normal’ year, the 
service has increased 11.5% in number 
of books lent, 205% in picture circula- 
tion and 48% in information service. A 
marked increase in the relative amount 
of serious reading is also indicated.”— 
Annual Report. Other figures from the 
report show a total circulation of 712,- 
839, of which 378,397 was adult, 334,442 
juvenile. This total is a loss of 55,180 
volumes, or 7% over 1935. The per cap- 
ita circulation for city and county was 8, 
the circulation per borrower, 21.8. Adult 
fiction circulation was 63.8%, as compar- 
ed with 66% for 1935 and 74.5% for 1929. 

A new means of setting forth the serv- 
ices of the library is the graphic pres- 
entation on the cover of the Report show- 
ing that for every hour of library serv- 
ice 193 books are loaned (while as many 
are returned and placed on the shelves) ; 
4.7 requests for information are an- 
swered; 1.75 new borrowers are regis- 
tered; 3.5 books are ordered and pre- 
pared for use; 11.4 books are mended. 


Reedsburg. Two choice volumes have 
been added to the library as gifts from 
two local clubs: The Poems of Emily 
Dickinson from the Woman’s Club, and 
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Japanese Flower Arrangement by Mar- 
garet Preininger, from the Monday 
Study Club. 


Rice Lake. An average of nearly 12 
books for every person in Rice Lake is 
the record set in 1936. The total circu- 
lation was 61,732. Rural circulation 
reached a new high with 2,944 volumes. 
Active borrowers include 2,189 adults, 
1,107 children, and 302 rural residents. 
The library has 9,857 volumes. 


Richland Center. Comparative figures 
over a period of 80 years were presented 
in the librarian’s annual report. In the 
year 1906, 13,309 books were loaned. For 
1916 the number was 13,386; for 1926, 
16,964; while for the past year, 1936, it 
redched 23,818 volumes. The records 
kept show 1200 reference questions an- 
swered during the year. 


River Falls. With 658 books added, 
284 worn out and discarded, the library 
closed the year with a total of 4,966 vol- 
umes. The circulation for the year was 
25,695. Books and materials were bor- 
rowed from the Library Commission, the 
University Extension, and from the J. J. 
Hill Reference Library, and the Minne- 
sota Historical Library. 


Seymour. The annual report shows a 
circulation of 8,226 volumes. There are 
654 active borrowers and the library - 
owns 4,025 volumes, 134 having been add- 
ed during the year. 

Rural teachers using the library are 
permitted an extension of time on books 
used for school work. 


Shawano. A total of 129,694 books 
were circulated through the county libra- 
ry system and the city library during the 
past year. Of this number, 46,378 were 
loaned by the city library, and through 
the 16 county libraries, 83,316 books were 
distributed. 


Sparta. A circulation of 69,824 vol- 
umes is reported for the year. In keep- 
ing with the trend the country over, this 
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registers a decrease, being 3,499 volumes 
under the figure for last year. Curiously 
enough much of this decrease was in 
adult fiction loaned to rural borrowers. 
The total number of borrowers at the 
end of the year was 6,247, 1,336 of whom 
live outside the city. The number of vol- 
umes owned by the library was 17,169. 

The McGuffy Centennial was observed 
by the library with an appropriate dis- 
play; while books for Lenten reading 
have occupied a special shelf during Feb- 
ruary and March. 


Sturgeon Bay. That borrowers were 
more careful so that fines decreased from 
$411.49 in 1935 to $269.50 in 1936 is one 
small item brought out in the librarian’s 
report. Others are to the effect that 417 
borrowers were gained during the year, 
while 60 dropped out, leaving an increase 
of 357 and bringing the total number of 
borrowers to 2,575. The number of vol- 
umes in the library at the close of the 
year was 6,600. The circulation for the 
year was 41,317 adult books, 7,079 juve- 
niles. 


Tomahawk. As another indication of 
“good times” there was a drop of 1,727 
in circulation in 19386. Where this drop 
occurred is indicated by the figures for 
fiction circulation for the two years: in 
1985, 18,955; in 1936, 12,228. The total 
circulation for 19386 was 23,157. The li- 
brary had at the end of the year a col- 
lection of 9,410 volumes. 160 reference 
questions requiring research were an- 
swered satisfactorily from the library’s 
own resources. Others called for mate- 
rial from Madison. 


Watertown. The library has recently 
added a fine selection of non-fiction 
books, purchased with the Michael J. 
Carroll fund. 


Waukesha. Construciion of the new 
$18,000 addition to the Waukesha Public 
Library is now under way. The addition 
is made possible through cooperation 
with WPA. 
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Waupun. The Waupun Public Libra- 
ry adult discussion group observed its 
second anniversary with a dinner at the 
Hotel Waupun on the evening of Feb. 16. 
About 25 of those who habitually attend 
the bi-weekly forums were present, with 
Prof. Arthur Wileden of the Agricultur- 
al College as guest speaker. Miss Linds- 
ley, librarian, took the first steps toward 
organizing this discussion and social 
group several years ago, at the height of 
the depression, for the young people who 
were through school and without jobs. 
More definite organization as a forum 
took place two years ago. The meetings 
continue through the summer, with pic- 
nics in the open, and always a discussion 
period. 

A Saturday in February had the dis- 
tinction of recording the largest chil- 
dren’s circulation for any single day 
since 1925; also the best day in adult cir- 
culation in two years. 107 children’s 
books and 180 adult books were given 
out. 

The Waupun library is one of the few 
to report an increase in circulation for 
1936. 8000 more books were loaned than 
in 1935. The librarian says that some of 
the increase is accounted for by loans to 
the Wisconsin State Prison for use in 
educational activities. 

A special book-plate has been provided 
for volumes to be purchased with the in- 
come from the Jane C. Ogden Memorial 
Fund, recently established by her daugh- 
ter, Mary Ogden Vaughan. 


Wausau. ‘‘Here’s real help,”’ says the 
Wausau Pilot in telling of the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin on file at the public 
library. 


West Allis. The annual report reveals 
a total circulation of 94,778. 


Wonewoc. Harriet Evert, reviser on 
the staff of the Library School, is spend- 
ing a month in the public library, assist- 
ing Mrs. Hanzlik in reorganization and 
cataloging. 

A recent gift of geographical, histori- 
cal and fine arts material makes a sub- 
stantial addition to the picture collection. 
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Inter Library Loans 


A study of the annual reports on file 
in the Commission office reveals the ex- 
tent to which libraries of the state are 
drawing on the sources made available 
through inter-library loans. They also 
indicate the growth of library coopera- 
tion within the state. Most of these loans 
come from the state sources centered in 
Madison. Many of them take place be- 
tween the libraries of the state and there 
are numerous instances of interstate 
loans: from the John Crerar library in 
Chicago; and, in the northern part of the 
state from sources in Minnesota. The 
following will indicate the extent to 
which borrowing privileges are utilized: 
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Arcadia, 1243; Algoma, 153; Barron, 
500; Boscobel, 120; Columbus, 80; Cedar- 
burg, 305; Dorchester, 925; Dresser Jct., 
300; Elkhorn, 201; Oconto, 950; Fort At- 
kinson, 73; Green Bay, 66; Kaukauna, 
48; Lake Mills, 286; La Crosse, 45; May- 
ville, 10; Manitowoc, 49; Menasha, 60; 
Neenah, 27; Neillsville, 179; Owen, 136; 
Oshkosh, 149; Portage, 359; Prairie du 
Chien, est. 750; Racine, 618; Rice Lake, 
252; Richland Center, 123; Ripon, 79; 
Stanley, 53; Sheboygan, 42; Sparta, 185; 
Viroqua, 100; Watertown, 61; Wauke- 
sha, 275; Wisconsin Rapids, 195; West 
Allis, 1 (John Crerar); West Bend, 74; 


Wonewoc, 239. 


EXHIBIT MATERIAL IN WISCONSIN LIBRARIES 


A committee would like to arrange and prepare a list of all exhibit material 
available on inter-library loan basis. The list is intended to help librarians borrow 
good exhibit material. If you have an interesting exhibit and believe it worth while 
to pass on, then list in the following facts: 

Name of exhibit. Description and contents. Size and space required. If electrical 
appliances needed, state A. C. or D. C. Packing and shipping costs. Time alloted 


for exhibit loan. 


Complete results of the survey will be published in a future Bulletin. Address all 
communications to Mr. E. E. Seebach, Milwaukee Public Library. 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


General Works 


Shaw, Marion, ed. Essay and general 
literature index. 1937. 625p. Wilson, 
Service basis. 040 


“A cumulation in one alphabet of all Supple- 
ments to the Index issued from 1934 thru 1936. 
91 additional volumes have been indexed and added 
to this cumulation.”—Preface. 


Philosophy and Religion 


Elliott, H. S. and Grace L. Solving per- 
sonal problems. 1936. 321p. Holt, 
$2. 131.3 


An intelligent handling of the various life prob- 
lems which most individuals must face. 


Mead, Frank S. The ten decisive battles 
of Christianity. 1937. 151p. Bobbs, 
$1.50. 270 


The author has chosen ten decisive events in 
the history of Christianity, beginning with the 
Resurrection. Others are: The council of Jerusa- 
lem; Constantine and the edict of Milan; August- 
ine and The City of God; The battle of Tours; The 
battle of Worms—Martin Luther; The battle of 
Boston—Roger Williams; Street battle—George 
Whitehead ; The battle for missions—William Cary ; 
The battle with society. Vigorously written, by the 
author of See these banners go. 


Toyohiko. Brotherhood eco- 
1936. 207p. Harper, $1.50. 
261 


Those who wish a statement of this Japanese 
reformer’s economic theories, in which religion 


Kagawa, 
nomics. 
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and economics are closely integrated, will find it 
in this book. It is in the cooperative movement 
that Kagawa finds the most practical expression 
of Christianity. 


Gregg, R. B. Training for peace. 1937. 
40p. Lippincott, 25c. 172.4 
A pamphlet prepared by the author of The power 
of non-violence (ButtetiIN Dec. *34). Emphasizes 
spiritual forces; will interest ministers, and other 
church leaders. 


Social Problems 


Goslin Ryllis, A. Cooperatives. 1937. 
46p. illus. Foreign Policy Assn., 35c. 
334 


The A B C’s of cooperation plainly stated in 
text and graphic charts. Excellent supplementary 
material for the new courses in cooperation in ele- 
mentary and high schools. 


Huberman, Leo. Man’s wordly goods. 
1936. 349p. illus. Harper, $2.50. 
‘ 330 


This history of economics, written for young peo- 
ple, will be useful in the small library, for high 
school reference and general reading. Has well- 
chosen illustrations, an extensive bibliography, and 
index. 

See Booklist 33: 166 Jan. '37. 


Johnston, James A. Prison life is dif- 
ferent. 1937. 337p. illus. Houghton, 
$3. 365 


Chapters from the author’s life as warden of 
Folsom, San Quentin and Alcatraz prisons in Cal- 
ifornia. Has the interest of all such volumes; 
shows how the introduction of more humane meth- 
ods has succeeded ; tells the stories of some of the 
famous prisoners, and adds notes on prevention 
of crime. 


Ostrolenk, Bernhard. Electricity: for 
use or for profit? 1936. 211lp. Har- 
per, $2. 380.16 
Lower electric rates brought about by govern- 

ment competition is the author’s thesis. By own- 

ing enough power plants, the government will pro- 
vide a “yardstick” by which private companies can 
be kept in line. 

See Booklist 88: 108 Dec. ’36, 


Overstreet, H. A. A declaration of inter- 
dependence. 1937. 284p. Norton, $3. 
330.1 
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A consideration of the forces that make inter- 
depend a ity today. Not particularly 
original, but a gathering up of many lines of 
thought that are current at the present time. 





Warner, Frances Lester. On a New Eng- 
land campus. 1937. 280p._ illus. 
Houghton, $2.50. 378 


A group of essays on various aspects of life at 
Mount Holyoke College, covering such subjects as 
college traditions, food and hospitality, sports, 
curriculum, lecture and laboratory, and comparing 
the present with the past. Some of the more hum- 
orous chapters are, “A program note for music,” 
“Sports and physical education,” ‘Challenge to 
debate.” Gives an interesting picture of life in a 
girls college, but appeal would be limited. 


Willcox, O. W. Can industry govern it- 
self. 1936. 285p. Norton, $2.75. 
338.1 


A study of planned economy in the sugar indus- 
try, showing how 10 countries have cooperated. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Aiken, George D. Pioneering with fruit 
and berries. 1936. 94p. illus. Stephen 
Daye Press, $2. 634 
The author of Pioneering with wild flowers (But- 

LETIN Mar. ’34) has prepared a second book, based 

on his experiences with fruits. Popular and in- 

formal in style, will interest amateurs in fruit 


culture, altho differences in climatic conditions 
should be taken into account. Excellent illus- 
trations. 


Baarslag, Karl, Coast guard to the res- 
cue. 1937. 328p. illus. Farrar, $2.50. 
614.8 
A splendid account of the work of the coast 
guard on the sea, the Great Lakes, and in the air, 
with many thrilling stories to illustrate each serv- 
ice. Written for adults but will be read by older 
boys. The heroic records of rescues on Superior 
and Michigan come close to home. 


Bell, Eric T. The handmaiden of the 
sciences. 1937. 216p. Reynal, $2. 
510 


The purpose of this book is to show the service 
which mathematics has rendered to the physical 
sciences. “Practically no technical knowledge is 
presupposed.” 

See Booklist 88: 207 Mar. ’37. 


Matschat, Cecile H. Garden primers. 5v. 
Houghton, $1. ea. 635.9 


Five small volumes (80-90p.) covering How to 
make a garden; Annuals and perennials; Bulbs and 
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house plants ; Shrubs and trees ; Planning the home 
grounds. In the brief treatment accorded each 
subject fundamentals only can be touched on. 


Marsh, Freeman. Trailers. 1937. 116p. 
Coward-McCann, $1.50. 629.2 


The author set out to answer all the questions 
that might be asked about trailers, and has suc- 
ceeded very well, from Who uses trailers to Trail- 
ing abroad. Laws and regulations are summarized, 
but not by states, and there is a list of trailer 
manufacturers. Information about camps and Na- 
tional Parks is appended, but in unattractive form. 


Nash, Charles E. Trailer ahoy. 1937. 
261p. illus. Intelligencer ptg. co., 
Lancaster, Pa., $1.50. 629.2 


Based on the author’s personal experience and 
consists of a miscellany of information. The most 
notable feature is the series of unusual photo- 
graphs, showing trailers, trailer camps and scenes 
from the author’s travels. Trailer regulations, al- 
phabetically by state, is a convenience, and the 
National Park information, to be found in Marsh, 
above, is presented in more readily used form. 


Peterson, Alvin M. The A BC of attract- 
ing birds. 1937. 146p. illus. Bruce, 
$1.50. 598.2 
A practical book based on the various experi- 

ments and experiences of the author. Bird baths, 
food trays, nesting boxes and shelves are described 
and there are directions for establishing a bird 
sanctuary. The illustrations are a good supple- 
ment to the text. 


Scott, Louise H. How to be a successful 

secretary. 1937. 245p. Harper, $2.25. 

651.7 

A book that could be used with vocational 

courses in high school or for self study. Goes into 

matters of personal conduct as well as technical 
requirements. 


Fine Arts 


Deane, Albert. Spelling bees: the oldest 
and newest rage. 1937. 96p. Stokes, 
$1. 793.7 
In case you don’t know it, spelling bees have 

come back. This little book gives both the rules 

for such contests, modern style, and words to be 
spelled — contumelious, dithyrambic, terpsichorean, 
frumentaceous, arteriosclerosis—Next ! 


Holden, Angus and Dutton, Ralph. 
French chateaux open to the public. 
1936. 156p.. illus. Houghton, $2. 

728.8 
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A companion volume to English country houses 
open to the public (BULLETIN Mar. ’85) which gives 
the same sort of information—hours and days of 
opening, historical and architectural details—about 
private French chateaux which are open to visitors 
at stated times. 


Neuhaus, Eugene. World of art. rev. ed. 
1936. 292p. illus. Harcourt, $3.50. 
701 


This is a revision of the author’s earlier book, 
The appreciation of art, published in 1924, The 
chief addition is the section on Modern art, which 
is a tolerant but r ble di » helpful to 
those bewildered or annoyed by the surrealists, 
dadaists and others. Entertaining and illuminating 
for the layman as well as one who has considerable 
knowledge of art. 





Quigley, Martin. Decency in motion pic- 
tures. 1937. 100p. Macmillan, $1. 
: 791.4 


The argument for censorship of motion pictures, 
giving the text of the production code adopted 
by the Motion Picture Industry. Should be made 
available to women’s clubs and others interested 
in the problem. 


Thompson, Oscar. The American singer; 
A hundred years of success in opera. 
1937. 426p. illus. Dial, $2.75. 780.9 


A book that will have an interest for the gen- 
eral public, in these days of opera broadcasts, as 
well as a reference use in the library. In a series 
of biographical chapters, traces the history of 
American opera singing from the early 19th cen- 
tury to the present. Brief sketches of minor sing- 
ers, chronological tables and a good index increase 
its value. 


Literature 


Evans, Bergen, comp. Fifty essays. 1936. 
3863p. Little, $1.25. 824 


Brings together a collection of distinguished es- 
says of the past. Most of them deal with public 
affairs of their period and have been chosen to 
stimulate thought on the part of the student, who 
may be led to see the relation with problems of 
today. Such are Bacon’s Of judicature, Swift’s A 
modest proposal, Carlyle’s Democracy, Thoreau’s 
Life without principle. 


Hart, Moss and Kaufman, George S. You 
can’t take it with you. 1937. 207p. 
Farrar, $2. 812 or 822 


One of the gayest of the season’s theatrical 
successes is now available in book form. The fan- 
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tastic but lovable Sycamores and Grandpa, with his 
happy philosophy—Life’s pretty simple if you just 
relax—will prove as delightful to readers as they 
have in the theatre. 


Oregon State Library, comp. Curtain 

calls. 1936. 84p. Oregon State Li- 
brary, Salem, Ore., 25c. 016.8 or 808.8 

“A selected list of readings and recitations for 
school and community use.’”’ The selections are 
annotated, length is indicated and sources stated. 
Prepared for Oregon schools and libraries, but 
just as useful elsewhere. 


History and Travel 


Bernatzik, Hugo A. Gari-gari; the call 
of the African wilderness. 1936. 
146p. Holt, $3.50. 916.2 


Adventures among little-known natives at the 
headwaters of the White Nile. Expensive. 


Fish, Helen Dean. 
1937. 287p. 


Invitation to travel. 
Ives Washburn, $2.50. 
910 


This book will afford a very satisfying prepara- 
tion for travel for the person going to Europe 
for the first time. Some of the practical details 
of planning the trip are touched on; there are 
suggestions of places to go and things to see; 
but the guidance offered is more in the line of 
mental and emotional preparation. Suggestions 
for reading will be found scattered thru the text 
as well as in the special chapter on the subject. 


Gessler, Clifford. Road my body travels. 
1937. 362p. illus. Reynal, $3.50. 
919.6 


The title is taken from a Tahitian song, and 
this book is the author’s account of his several 
months’ stay on one of the remote South Sea 
islands, as yet little touched by white civilization. 
It is a well-written and readable account of asso- 
ciations with a simple, friendly people. Sex life 
and customs and the unusual freedom allowed 
young people in these matters are described frankly, 
with no attempt to paint a glamorous paradise. 
The author is a native of Wisconsin who has 
spent ten years in newspaper work in Hawaii. 


Harding, Bertita. Golden fleece. 
370p. illus. Bobbs, $3.50. 
943.08 or 921 
The author of Phantom Crown tells here the 
story of Franz Joseph and Elizabeth of Austria. 
There is a natural transition from the first book 
to the second. Maximilian and Franz Joseph were 
brothers, one scarcely more fortunate than the 


1937. 
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other. Maximilian fell before a firing squad, while 
Franz Joseph lived on through a tragic life of more 
than eighty years. The book is possibly too long, 
but it is well and freshly written and will gratify 
the present day interest in historical narrative. 


Idaho: a guide in word and pictures, 
prepared by the Federal Writers’ 
Project of the W.P.A. 1937. 431p. 
illus. Caxton, $3. 917.96 


The first of the state guides to be issued sets 
a high standard for others to follow. The book is 
divided into two fairly equal parts, the first de- 
voted to historical and descriptive chapters, the 
second to an outline of eleven tours of the state. 
The maps provided for these tours are excellent 
and there are more than 100 handsome illustra- 
tions. Good library material. 

See Booklist 83: 211 Mar. ’87. 


Kilgallen, Dorothy. Girl around the 
world. 1936. 219p. illus. McKay, 
$2. 910 


This is the log book of the girl reporter who 
last October raced two men reporters around the 
world. Miss Kilgallen came in second, with a 
record of being the first woman to fly the Pacific, 
and flying a 5000 mile stretch faster than any 
human being. The winner of the race, H. R. 
Ekins, has also written a book Around the world 
in 18 days (BuLLETIN Mar. ’37) which is a guide 
book to world air travel. Miss Kilgallen’s book is 
an amusing account of her adventures. 


Kittredge, Henry C. Mooncussers of 
Cape Cod. 1937. 227p. illus. Hough- 
ton, $2.75. 917.44 


A lively book about the beach combers, fisher 
folks, and ship wrecks of Cape Cod. 


Wisconsin 


Bulletin 180 of the Department of Agriculture 
and Markets provides handsomely illustrated ma- 
terial on Wisconsin history, agriculture, industries 
and recreational opportunities. 


Biography 
Alexander , Holmes. Aaron Burr: the 
proud pretender. 1937. 390p. illus. 
Harper, $3.50. 921 


A biography that finds much of the respon- 
sibility for Burr’s misdeeds in his heredity. Side 
lights on Washington, Madison, Jefferson, Hamil- 
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ton and others of the day contribute much to the 
appeal of an interesting and exciting book. 
See Booklist 38: 211 Mar. ’37. 


Dugdale, Blanche E. C. Arthur James 
Balfour. 2v. 3386p. illus. Putnam, 
$10. 921 


A political biography of first importance. Read- 
ers who know the trends of British politics in the 
last quarter of the 19th century will find it of 
interest from the beginning. From 1914 on the 
appeal becomes more general. The course of the 
war and the diplomacy by which America was 
drawn in are clearly set forth. Large libraries 
will want it even at the present price. 


Masters, Edgar Lee. Whitman. 1937. 
342p. Scribner, $3.50. 921 


A biography and interpretation. Whitman’s early 
life on Long Island is interestingly presented, much 
attention is paid to the curious contradictions in his 
attitude toward women, the content of his poetry 
is analyzed and its importance evaluated. For 
medium and larger libraries. 


Priestley, J. B. Midnight on the desert. 
1937. 310p. Harper, $3. 921 


From his cabin on the Arizona ranch where he 
had been spending the winter, with his family, 
Mr. Priestley, recalls various American experiences, 
surveys the American political and social scene, 
ponders on the significance of Boulder Dam, and 
considers the future. Of interest to all thought- 
ful readers. 


Simmons, Ernest J. Pushkin. 1937. 
485p. illus. Harvard, $4. 921 


Pushkin, the greatest of Russian poets, is one 
of the least known of Russian writers. Of his 
works we are familiar only with the two that 
have been adapted to opera. Boris Godunov and 
Eugene Onegin. His life was brief—born in 1799 
he died in 1837—but covered an important period 
of Russian history and his personality, as well as 
his achievements, is of interest. This first full 
length biography deserves a place in our larger 
libraries. 

See Booklist 33: 212 Mar. ’37. 


Trevelyan, George M. Grey of Fallodon. 
1937. 447p. illus. Houghton, $3.75. 
921 


A biography of Sir Edward Grey written by a 
distinguished historian and close friend. Like the 
biography of Lord Balfour, has political interest 
for American readers, but is more personal in 
nature. The story of Grey’s happy first marriage, 
his love of nature, his life-long study of birds, 
give it a special and intimate charm. 
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Aldis, Dorothy. Time at her heels. 1937. 
237p. Houghton, $2. 


With its pleasant middle-western family setting, 
this story of a day in the life of a busy wife and 
mother will appeal to many women readers. From 
the moment of her awakening, Mary Storm is 
called on to merge her personality with that of 
others—her husband, each of her three children, 
her elderly aunt, the laundress who is taken to 
the hospital, the friend who has just died. There 
is an hour in the day when she all but yields to 
the temptation of a lover, but when she returns 
home to the gala birthday surprise the family has 
planned for her, she knows she has chosen the 
only possible course. Human and delightful. 


Austin, F. Britton. Forty centuries look 
down. 1937. 3738p. Stokes, $2.50. 


Subtitled a biographical novel, this is a story 
of Napoleon’s Egyptian campaign. He is 29 years 
old, very much in love with Josephine, but sus- 
picious of her fidelity. This situation is important 
in the plot, but primarily it is a detailed account 
of political and military events. Of interest to 
readers with a decided taste for history. 


Borden, Mary. Action for slander. 1937. 
304p. Harper, $2.50. 


Well written and convincing story of the trial 
of an English officer for cheating at cards. 


Forbes, Esther. Paradise. 
Harcourt, $2.50. 


This story of the town of Canaan from 1639 
thru King Philip’s war, centers around the Parre 
family ; Jude, who built a great house and named 
it “Paradise” after his home in England and for 
years ruled the colony with benevolent justice, and 
his children; devil-may-care Fenton who married 
the adventuress Bathsheba; scholarly Christopher 
who was branded with Bathsheba for adultery; 
lovely Jazan who loved the bound boy Gervase 
but married the Puritan preacher Forethought 
Fearing. Presents a vivid picture of life in the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, contrasting the gay, 
hospitable, truly Christian way of life with austere 
Puritanism. An exceptionally fine historical novel, 
vital, real and fascinating. 

See Booklist 33: 213 Mar, ’37. 


1937. 556p. 


Gordon, Caroline. None shall look back. 
1937. 378p. Scribner, $2.75. 


In this Civil War novel, the scene shifts to the 
western front, Fort Donelson and Chickamauga. 
The central figure is the indomitable General Na- 
than Bedford Forrest. The plot concerns the Allard 
family, especially Lucy and her cousin Rives, doing 
scout duty for General Forrest. Now and then the 








April, 1937] 


continuity of the book is marred by alternate 
chapters treating different groups, but the reader 
is never for a moment released from the feeling 
of the horror of war and what it does to countries 
and individuals. 


Groseclose, Elgin. The Persian journey 
of Reverend Ashley Wishard and his 
servant Fathi. 1937. 259p. Bobbs, 
$2.50. 


Ashley Wishard, who has been especially trained 
for his work, goes to Persia to take charge of a 
perfectly equipped mission plant. But before be- 
ginning his actual teaching he sets out on a jour- 
ney to survey his new territory. This is the story 
of that journey and of what happened to Ashley 
and to his understanding of his own religion. 
Rich in beautiful descriptions of the countryside. 

See Booklist 88: 218 Mar. ’37. 


« 


Hauck, Louise Platt. Without charm, 
please. 1937. 303p. Penn, $2. 


The men of the Lascelles family had too much 
charm, charm combined with instability. Trained 
by her grandmother to doubt this quality, Lynne 
is fortunate in falling in love with Peter, whose 
underlying quality is strength of character. A 
light novel in this author’s usual vein. 


Hilton, James. We are not alone. 1937. 
231p. Little, $2. 


Opening with a prologue in which the case of 
Dr. Newcome, who was hanged for the murder of 
his wife, is referred to, the author turns back to 
tell the story from the beginning. Probably of 
less appeal than other books by Mr. Hilton. 

See Booklist 38: 213 Mar. ’37. 


Hueston, Ethel. A roof over their heads. 
1937. 347p. Bobbs, $2. 


Story of the depression, of a family forced onto 
relief, how they came thru it, reasserted their 
independence and found the solution to their 
problems. Will be popular. 


Lowndes, Mrs. Belloc. And call it acci- 
dent. 1936. 308p. Longmans, $2. 


Mystery of London theatrical world in which the 
development is somewhat obvious. An earlier novel 
by the author, The chink in the armour, has recently 
been reissued, largely thru the influence of Alex- 
ander Woollcott. 


Marion, Frances. Molly, bless her. 1937. 
320p. Harper, $2. 


Story of Molly Drexel, one-time comedienne, 
who at fifty, out of work and desperate, becomes 
housekeeper for a wealthy widower and his son 
on a Long Island estate. Before long she has 
replaced the servants with actor and actress 
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friends, also out of work, brought happiness to 
the man and boy in the gloomy house, and found 
romance herself. Full of rather hilarious humor 
and slangy speech, but harmless. A nice “cheer- 
ful“ book. 


Partridge, Bellamy. Horse and buggy. 
1937. 285p. Arcadia, $2. 


Amusing enough story, not only of the horse- 
and-buggy days but of the early days of the bicycle 
as well; not to mention the faint dawn of the 
horseless carriage. 


Pendleton, Lewis. Down East. 1937. 


242p. Harcourt, $2. 


A new volume for those who collect “tall tales.” 
Two old salts engage in a contest of “whoppers.” 


Richter, Conrad. The sea of grass. 1937. 
149p. Knopf, $1.25. 


This short novel belongs to a new school of 
western writing. It uses the material of the pop- 
ular western thriller, but treats it in the manner 
of literature. Paul Horgan’s Return of the weed 
(BuLtetTiIn Jan. ’37) falls into the same class. The 
two have much in common. 

See Booklist 33:214 Mar. ’37. 


Rogers, Samuel. Lucifer in Pine Lake. 
1937. 351p. Little, $2.50. 


This new novel by the author of one of the recent 
Atlantic prize novels, Dusk at the Grove, has a 
university town for its setting. There are many 
suggestions of Madison in the physical surround- 
ings, but the college community plays little part 
in the story and so far as the characters go, they 
might have played out their parts in any other 
social setting. A handsome and wholly selfish 
young instructor, his wife and his cast-off mistress 
are the three outstanding actors in a drama that 
ends in futility. For medium and larger libraries. 


Sayers, Dorothy L. Busman’s honey- 
moon. 1937. 381p. Harcourt, $2.50. 


Another good story about Lord Peter Wimsey 
and Harriet Vane, now married at last. A good 
mystery but more interesting as a novel, with ex- 
cellent characterizations, amusing dialog and not 
nearly so gloomy an atmosphere as one might ex- 
pect in the presence of murder. Her readers will 
like it. 

See Booklist 88: 214 Mar. ’37. 


Wren, Percival Christopher. The spur 
of pride. 1937. 288p. Houghton, $2. 


A tale of adventure and intrigue, which tells 
how Captain Richard Wendover, of Napier’s Horse, 
cashiered from the English army in India for 
drunkenness, made a “comeback” and cleared his 
name. Almost as good as Beau Geste. 
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Children’s Books 


Cavanah, Frances. Children of the 
White House. 1936. 35p. illus. Rand 
McNally, 50c. 


Rather a slight collection of incidents in the 
lives of the children who have lived at the White 
House. Catches something of the spirit of the 
times and personality of the characters. 


Emerson, Sybil. Jacques at the window. 
1936. 151p. illus. Crowell, $1.50. 


Jacques’ mother was concierge of an apartment 
house in Paris where American Patsy Anne was 
visiting her aunt. This is a story about the places 
they visited and the games they played. Although 
written from a child’s standpoint, there is much 
real information about Paris and French ways of 
life. 

See Booklist 38: 220 Mar. ’37. 


Grigs, Mary. The yellow cat. 1937. 


110p. illus. Oxford, $1.25. 


The story of an ordinary little cat and his 
extra-ordinary experiences, culminating in a jour- 
ney to a foreign country where he became the 
playmate of a little princess with almond eyes. 


Knight, Ruth. A friend in the dark. 
1937. 65p. illus. Grosset, $1. 


The Seeing Eye in Morristown, New Jersey, 
supplies blind people with educated dog guides. 
In this story about Hero, a typical Seeing Eye dog, 
we learn of the methods by which the dogs and 
their masters are educated. The emancipation 
which these dogs bring to their blind masters is 
sympathetically portrayed. 


Lida. 
tures by Rojan. 
per, $1. 

The events in a rabbit's life are well told and 
illustrated, with the interest of the young child 
always in mind. Because of the universal fond- 
ness for bunnies, this will probably have even 
more appeal than the squirrel and duck stories 
by Lida and Rojan (BuLietin Mar. ’37). 


Fluff, the little wild rabbit; pic- 
1937. illus. Har- 


McCormick, Dell. Paul Bunyan swings 
his axe. 1936. 111p. illus. Caxton, 
$2.50. : 398 


The stirring tales about the giant woodsman and 
his Blue Ox are told for children in spirited nar- 
rative and sturdy illustrations. 


Nichols, Ruth. Babies. 
Macmillan, $1.50. 


1936. illus. 
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Life-like photographs of babies in natural poses, 
eating, sleeping, bathing and playing, as normal 
and happy babies should. 


Rogers, Frances and Beard, Alice. Fresh 
and briny. 1936. 309p. illus. Stokes, 
$2. 551.4 


In entertaining style we find here presented “a 
few facts about water, its constructive and de- 
structive force, and something of the progress 
mankind has made in the understanding and con- 
trol of this great element.” Treatment is under 
large subjects, as drinking water, transportation, 
bathing, with emphasis on the conservation of 
natural resources. Will interest junior high 
readers. 


Smith, S. S. The falcon mystery. 1936. 
326p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 


Stefan and Bela Pogany, true Magyars, live on 
the great plain of Hungary. They love the puszta, 
their horses and the thunder of hoofs on the 
ground, but they also love their falcons. Inter- 
woven in the mystery and adventure of the plot 
we find information about the art of falconry, and 
other traditions and customs of the country. For 
older boys. 


Verrill, A. H. Strange insects and their 
stories. 1937. 205p. illus. Page, 
$2.50. 595 


The greatest foes and best friends of man are 
made interesting to the reader as their habits, 
appearances and mannerisms are discussed in easy, 
conversational style. The treatment is similar to 
that in the author’s book Strange sea shells and 
their stories (BULLETIN Jan. ’87). Will be useful in 
awakening a deeper interest in nature. 


White, Eliza, Orne. Nancy Alden. 1936. 
139p. illus. Houghton, $1.75. 


Nine-year-old Nancy was introduced to us in 
Lending Mary. The everyday things which filled 
her life are presented here, pets, friends, family 
and play, with the author’s unfailiag appreciation 
of little girls and their interests. Girls 4-10. 


Wise, Winifred. Away with the circus. 
1936. 157p. illus. Whitman, $1.50. 


History and geography assume new importance 
to Jerry and Julie when they join Uncle Bill’s 
circus and travel about the country. They see 
and learn many new things to tell their grand- 
mother when they return bringing her the purple 
dress for which she has longed all her life. Pub- 
lished in cooperation with the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund, in an effort to provide interesting reading 
material for young adults whose reading ability 
is limited. Written simply but with considerable 
interest in plot. 








